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our belief in the values we try to live by, 
courage and compassion, reverence and in-
tegrity. In changing times, we will honor our 
families, our schools, and our religious con-
gregations. 

We stand for institutions like marriage and 
family, which are the foundations of society. 
We stand for a culture of life in which every 
person matters and every person counts. We 
stand for judges who faithfully interpret the 
law instead of legislating from the bench. 

We stand for a culture of responsibility in 
America. Our culture is changing from one 
that has said, ‘‘If it feels good, do it,’’ ‘‘You 
got a problem, blame somebody else,’’ to a 
culture in which each of us understands 
we’re responsible for the decisions we make 
in life. If you’re fortunate enough to be a 
mother or a father, you are responsible for 
loving your child with all your heart and all 
your soul. If you’re worried about the quality 
of the education in the community in which 
you live, you’re responsible for doing some-
thing about it. If you’re a CEO in corporate 
America, you are responsible for telling the 
truth to your shareholders and your employ-
ees. And in a responsibility society, each of 
us is responsible for loving our neighbor just 
like we’d like to be loved ourselves. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will stand apart. There are quiet times 
in the life of a nation when little is expect 
of its leaders. This isn’t one of those times. 
This is a time where we need firm resolve, 
clear vision, and deep belief in the values 
that make this country such a wonderful 
country. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. None of us will ever forget 
that week when one era ended and another 
began. I was traveling with Rudy Giuliani 
yesterday in New Mexico, and I—it re-
minded me of the day we spent together, 
September the 14th, 2001, the day I stood 
in the ruins of the Twin Towers, the day that, 
obviously, I’ll never forget. There were work-
ers in hardhats yelling, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ 
I was walking down, thanking people, and 
a fellow looked me and said, ‘‘Do not let me 
down.’’ This is one of these memories that 
have been indelibly etched in my mind. I 
wake up every day in this great job of mine 

thinking about how best to protect America. 
I will never relent in defending our country, 
whatever it takes. 

We have done a lot together. We have 
done a lot together, and we’ve done a lot 
of hard work. We’ve done a lot of hard work. 
There’s more work to be done. We will 
spread ownership and opportunity to every 
corner of this country—I mean every corner. 
I want everybody, no matter where they’re 
from, where they were raised, to be able to 
realize the great potential, the great dream 
of America. We’ll pass the enduring values 
of our country on to another generation. 
During the next 4 years, we will continue 
to lead the cause of freedom and peace. 

When I campaigned in your great State 
4 years ago and around our Nation, I made 
a pledge to my fellow Americans, if you hon-
ored me with the great responsibility of being 
President, I would uphold the honor and the 
dignity of the office to which I had been 
elected. Y con su apoyo—and with your help, 
I will do so por quatro mas años. 

Thank you all for coming. Vamos a ganar. 
Thank you all. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:13 p.m. at the 
Miami Arena. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
Jeb Bush of Florida; Col. Muammar Abu Minyar 
al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya; President Fidel Cas-
tro of Cuba; and Rudolph W. Giuliani, former 
mayor of New York City. The transcript released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of the First Lady, who introduced 
the President. This item was not received in time 
for publication in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 28, 2004 

Good morning. In the 3 years since our 
country was attacked, America has remained 
on the offensive against terrorist enemies 
wherever they hide and plot. Part of that of-
fensive has been to reorganize our Govern-
ment so that all our intelligence and law en-
forcement agencies cooperate effectively to 
expose and disrupt threats against America. 

The Commission on Terrorist Attacks 
Upon the United States, also known as the 
9/11 Commission, concluded that these ef-
forts have made America safer. They also 
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concluded that America is still not safe. I 
agree with both of those conclusions, and so 
my administration is taking additional actions 
to reform our intelligence services and im-
prove America’s ability to find, track, and 
stop dangerous terrorists. 

This week, I signed a series of Executive 
orders to ensure that the people in Govern-
ment responsible for defending America and 
countering terrorism have the best possible 
information and support to identify threats 
and to protect the homeland. Some of these 
orders reflect specific recommendations of 
the 9/11 Commission. All of them are essen-
tial to America’s security as we wage the war 
on terror. 

First, I have ordered the Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence to perform the functions of 
the National Intelligence Director within the 
constraints of existing law, until Congress 
establishes that position. I agree with the 
9/11 Commission that America needs a single 
official to coordinate the foreign and domes-
tic activities of the intelligence community 
with authority over personnel, budgeting, 
and policy. I am working with Members of 
Congress to create this position, and while 
we act, the Director of Central Intelligence 
will play an expanded role. I also urge Con-
gress to act swiftly on my nomination of Por-
ter Goss, a proven reformer with decades of 
experience in intelligence to lead the CIA. 

Second, I have ordered the establishment 
of a National Counterterrorism Center. This 
new center builds on the capabilities of the 
Terrorist Threat Integration Center, which 
I created more than a year ago. The Center 
will become our Government’s central 
knowledge bank for information about 
known and suspected terrorists and will help 
ensure effective joint action across the Gov-
ernment so that our efforts against terrorists 
are unified in priority and purpose. Center 
personnel will also prepare the daily ter-
rorism threat report that comes to me and 
to senior Government officials. 

Third, we’re making sure that all agencies 
of our Government share vital threat infor-
mation. I have ordered the Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence to ensure that we have com-
mon standards and clear accountability meas-
ures for intelligence sharing across the agen-
cies of our Government. I have established 

a new Information Systems Council to iden-
tify and break down any remaining barriers 
to the rapid sharing of threat information by 
America’s intelligence agencies, law enforce-
ment agencies, and State and local govern-
ments. To continue to protect the freedoms 
and privacy of our citizens, I’ve established 
a Civil Liberties Board to monitor informa-
tion-sharing practices. 

America faces a great threat, and our Gov-
ernment is doing everything in its power to 
confront and defeat that threat. We have 
made great progress against the terrorists 
who seek to harm our Nation. We have made 
great progress in protecting our homeland. 
In all that lies ahead, America will stay fo-
cused and determined, and we will prevail. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:25 p.m. on 
August 27 in the Roosevelt Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 28. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on August 27 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Remarks in Troy, Ohio 
August 28, 2004 

The President. Thanks for coming. Thank 
you for bringing your families. Thanks for 
taking time out of your Saturday morning to 
provide such a warm welcome to somebody 
who is coming here to ask for your help and 
ask for your vote. I’m proud to be in Miami 
County, Ohio, today to kick off a bus tour 
across your important State. I’m here to say 
to you, I’m ready to lead this Nation for 4 
more years, and I want your help. 

Boehner said if you came to this part of 
the world, some people might show up to 
say hello. He was right, and I’m grateful. 
Thanks for being here. I’m proud to call John 
Boehner my friend. I know you’re proud to 
call him Congressman. He’s doing a great job 
on the people of this part of the world, and 
I appreciate serving with him. 

I wish Laura were here to see the size of 
this crowd. She’s not going to believe when 
I tell her how many people came. She’s going 
to say it was just a Texas tall tale. Laura is 
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